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Dear Two Rivers Supervisory Union Families, Parents, Students, and Staff,

The “Welcome Back” letter that I drafted at the end of July was put on hold during the first week of
August when news of increases in Covid infections and concerns about the Delta variant prompted a
spate of recommendations from a variety of state and national agencies. While I had hoped to begin our
school year with a return to pre-Covid procedures, here we are, looking once again at a changed
landscape.

The boards of the TRSU, LMHUUSD, and GMUSD have all provided the Superintendent with the
authority to create and implement the plan for running our schools this fall and to deal with the need for
continued Covid mitigation strategies. I am grateful for their support and collaboration.

I know that everyone in our community wants to support our students and do what is best for them.
There are many of us with very strong emotions around how best to handle masks, vaccinations, and
other safety practices. It is simply not possible to run schools in a way that gives everyone what they
want. While we may disagree about what best practices are, I hope we can agree that we are all working
from a place of good intention and remain civil and respectful in our interactions.

Our primary goal for this year is:

● All of our students will receive in-person instruction, five days a week, for the full
year in a safe and healthy setting

Over the last few weeks, I have been in discussions with our TRSU administrators, meetings with
regional superintendents, and meetings conducted with all Vermont superintendents by the Secretary of
Education. Those discussions all involved consideration of the recommendations of the Agency of
Education, the Vermont Department of Health, the Centers for Disease Control, and the American
Academy of Pediatrics on how to create a safe and healthy in-person setting for students.
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My conclusion from those conversations is that we should follow the recommendations of the AOE with
regard to masking ( AOE Covid 10 Advisory Memorandum ). This means that:

● All staff and students in all school buildings will wear masks when indoors for the first 10
days of school

● When 80% of the student population of any building is vaccinated, masks will no longer
be required.

● Masks are required for all students and staff on school buses, regardless of vaccination
status

All schools will be sending out additional information about specific practices for this year. Please know
that we will be updating and adjusting those practices as conditions change.

We have managed under difficult conditions before. I am confident that our outstanding faculty and staff
will meet the needs of our students and families and will handle these challenging conditions with
continued professionalism and grace.

There will be a Zoom meeting to share additional information and answer questions on Thursday,
August 26, at 6:00. Here is the link: https://trsu.zoom.us/j/87219938767

We will likely run additional public forum meetings next week as well.

Thank you for your ongoing flexibility and support.

Lauren Fierman, Superintendent

Additional Resources:

School District Authority to Require Masks - Vermont Agency of …

COVID-19 in Pediatric Patients (Pre-K – Grade 12)

AOE Covid 10 Advisory Memorandum

https://education.vermont.gov/sites/aoe/files/documents/edu-vdh-memo-french-levine-advisory-covid19-prevention-measures-fall-2021.pdf
https://trsu.zoom.us/j/87219938767
https://education.vermont.gov/sites/aoe/files/documents/edu-memo-school-disctrict-mask-authority.pdf
http://contentmanager.med.uvm.edu/docs/uvmch-vchip-vdh_covidpediatric_flowchart_final2_v1_8_26_20/vchip-documents/uvmch-vchip-vdh_covidpediatric_flowchart_final2_v1_8_26_20.pdf?sfvrsn=66c15afc_2
https://education.vermont.gov/sites/aoe/files/documents/edu-vdh-memo-french-levine-advisory-covid19-prevention-measures-fall-2021.pdf

